2026 National Ag Summit

Growing Markets, Growing People, Growing Impact
Location: SAS Institute, Cary, North Carolina
Hotel: Embassy Suites, Cary, North Carolina

Agenda at a Glance:

Monday, October 19

8:00am: Vendor and poster set up

9:00am: Registration opens

9:30-4:30: Pre-Sessions (Registration required)
11:30-12:30: Lunch (Pre-session registration required)
4:00-7:00: Welcome Reception

Tuesday, October 20

7:30am: Registration opens | Vendor and poster set up
9:00am: Plenary

10:15am: Concurrent Sessions

11:30am: Lunch

12:45pm: Plenary

2:00pm: Concurrent Sessions

4:15pm: Networking

5:45pm: Dinner and Awards

8:00pm: Adjourn

Wednesday, October 21

7:30am: Registration opens

9:00am: Plenary

10:15: Concurrent Sessions

11:30: Roundtables

12:30: Lunch

1:30: Post-Session (Registration required)

Helpful Links:

Save the Date

Sponsorship
Mission and Purpose

2026 Ag Summit

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries, go to www.extension.iastate.edu/legal.



https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/flexibledates/?ctyhocn=RDUAPES&arrivalDate=2026-10-18&departureDate=2026-10-19&groupCode=94C&room1NumAdults=1&cid=OM%2CWW%2CHILTONLINK%2CEN%2CDirectLink
https://iastate.app.box.com/file/2176435470774?s=bxp1e588pv3m8voiv2b5arm1v92xjmj0
https://www.regcytes.extension.iastate.edu/agsummit/sponsor/
https://www.regcytes.extension.iastate.edu/agsummit/sponsor/
https://www.regcytes.extension.iastate.edu/agsummit/#:%7E:text=The%20National%20Agricultural,consultants%3B%20government%20partners.
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/legal
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Full Schedule

Location: SAS Institute, Cary, North Carolina
Monday, October 19

8:00am: Vendor and poster set up

9:00am: Registration opens

9:30-4:30: Pre-Sessions (Registration required)

Farmer and Food Business Track:

9:00-11:45AM: VAPG Ready: A Hands-On Workshop for Farmers and Ranchers - Explore
how AgMRC has supported value-added agriculture for more than 20 years and learn how the
USDA Value-Added Producer Grant (VAPG) program can help farmers and ranchers grow their
businesses. This interactive working session has three interactive sessions to help farmers or
ranchers assess eligibility, navigate SAM.gov and Login.gov registration requirements, identify
application readiness gaps, and connect with technical assistance resources needed to build a
competitive VAPG application.

9:00-10:00am - Value-Added Producer Grant (VAPG) Technical Assistance. Join us
for an interactive workshop designed to help farmers, ranchers, and agricultural
businesses turn products into profitable value-added ventures through USDA funding
opportunities. During the Value-Added Producer Grant (VAPG) Technical Assistance
session, you'll learn about the history of the program and how VAPG can support
business planning, marketing, processing, and expansion projects, while gaining
practical tips for building a competitive application.

10:15-11:00am - SAMS Number Tutorial. In the SAM Registration Tutorial, we'll walk
through the federal registration process step-by-step, helping you avoid commmon
mistakes and ensuring you're prepared to access USDA grants and other federal
funding opportunities.

11:00-11:45am - VAPG Eligibility Tutorial. The VAPG Eligibility Tutorial will help you
quickly determine whether you, your operation, and your project qualify for funding
through real-world examples, interactive exercises, and an easy-to-follow eligibility
framework. Whether you're exploring a new market opportunity, launching a branded
product, or expanding your operation, this workshop will provide the tools, guidance,
and resources needed to move your project from idea to application.

Practitioner Track:

8:30-10:00 Market Maker PAC Planning Meeting

10:00-12:00 Food Systems Asset Mapping Community of Practice - The objective is
to bring together organizations engaged in food systems mapping, asset mapping, and
related initiatives to share approaches, identify common opportunities and challenges,
and explore the creation of a collaborative Community of Practice that advances local and
regional food systems.

11:45-12:30: Lunch (Pre-session registration required)
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Farmer and Food Business Track:
e TBD

Practitioner Track:

e 1:00-4:00 Market Maker Partner Meeting - Take time to catch up on what's new
with MarketMaker. Get updates on the latest features and enhancements and hear
from some of our MarketMaker partners about their programs, including food supply
chain mapping, regional food systems development and more. All are welcome.
Come join the discussion.

Career Pathways Track
e 3:00-4:00pm Career Pathway participant gathering - Join us before the Summit
begins for an informal welcome and networking session designed especially for first-
time attendees. Meet fellow attendees and students, make connections, get oriented
to the Summit, and learn what to expect so you can make the most of your
experience.

4:00-7:00: Welcome Reception

Tuesday, October 20
7:30am: Registration opens | Vendor and poster set up
9:00am: Plenary — Career Pathways Panel — Hear from professionals across agriculture and
food systems as they share their career journeys, key experiences, and lessons learned along
the way. Panelists will discuss career opportunities, valuable skills and connections, and their
perspectives on the evolving future of the field.

Moderator: Kacey LaBonte

10:00 Break

10:15:am: Concurrent Sessions
e Direct Markets and Community Development
e Business and Workforce Development
e Building Partnerships and Community Collaboration
o Market Research, Trends and Impact

11:30am: Lunch

12:45pm: Plenary- Food, Health, and Nutrition, Federal Departments Panel -
Moderator: Courtney Long

2:00pm: Concurrent Sessions
e Direct Markets and Community Development
e Business and Workforce Development
e Building Partnerships and Community Collaboration
e Market Research, Trends and Impact
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3:00 Break

3:15pm: Concurrent Sessions
e Direct Markets and Community Development
e Business and Workforce Development
e Building Partnerships and Community Collaboration
e Market Research, Trends and Impact

4:15pm: Networking and Poster Voting
5:45pm: Dinner and Awards
8:00pm: Adjourn

Wednesday, October 21
7:30am: Registration opens

9:00am: Plenary — North Carolina Farm and Food Business Panel
Moderator: Department of Agriculture

10:00 Break

10:15: Concurrent Sessions
e Direct Markets and Community Development
¢ Business and Workforce Development
e Building Partnerships and Community Collaboration
e Market Research, Trends and Impact

11:15: Break

11:30: Networking Roundtables - Connect with professionals at different career stages
through small-group conversations designed to encourage networking and mutual learning.
Participants will exchange experiences, perspectives, and ideas about their work, emerging
issues, and the future of agriculture and food systems.

12:30: Lunch

1:30: Post-Session

AgFTAP (Registration required) - The Agricultural Finance, Tax and Asset Protection
(AgFTAP) education program seeks to enhance farmer and rancher profitability and resilience
through one-on-one technical assistance. Technical assistance partners within the program are
called FARM Champions. These program ambassadors aid farmers in understanding and
navigating the risky environments. The session focuses on how marketing is addressed within
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the AgFTAP program along with featured resources. Program partners feature a collection of
Land-Grant University faculty and non-profit representatives.
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